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particular times and places by historians and social scion(isls who arc wholly engrossed
in the study of the small details of closely restricted social situations.
Two aspects of this effort to study the large rather than to study the small are
particularly significant for the history of education. One is the oveiall effort of
archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians to study the regulaiities as well as the
peculiarities in the transition from prehistoric stages of social development to the
emergence of urban civilizations in various parts of the woild. The olhci is the effort
of sociologists, economists, political scientists, and historians to study the uniformities
and the distinctive differences in social change as vinious tmditional civili/ations move
into modern forms of society and culture. The iolc of education in (he original
civilization-building process can only be hinted at in the intioductoiy part of this
book, but the role of education in the origin of (he civilisation of the West and its
subsequent modernization in more recent times are the main themes of the hook. The
interdisciplinary study of the modernization process that began in the societies of the
West four to five hundred years ago and that is taking place today in so many parts of
the world is a must for those who would view the history of Western education in its
most fundamental social and cultural setting.
This book is an effort to take a long and comprehensive look at what the
education of the West has meant for the development of its own civilization and for
the development of some of the civilizations beyond the West. Despite its length it can
be little more than an extended interpretive essay on the meaning of that develop-
ment, [t cannot be a detailed descriptive history nor an encyclopedic lesourcc of
factual information. To do justice to the theme would take a multivolume history
which I hope can eventually be done. But meanwhile I believe there is gicat merit in
the effort to survey the total development of such a major theme in a single volume.
I have tried to avoid the obvious faults of a survey that jumps lightly or
superficially from one topic or place to another and crams the pages full of detailed
facts. I have tried to make it truly a survey in the sense that (he author and reader
together will level their sights upon the general contours and boundaries of the
historical terrain with a view to formulating new insights conceining the paths that
education and civilization have travelled together.
This book intends to ask the question of history, "What has been the role of
education in the making of the traditional civilization of the West and in transforming
the civilizations of the world into modernity?1' It does not expect to extract an easy
answer from Clio, who has not been observed to be particularly animated in musing on
this theme. But it does hope for her approving nod in the search.
R. Freeman Butts